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Vol. X eae a 
FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
February 2 
du Maurier, Daphne FRENCHMAN'S CREEK Doubleday, Doran 


Better late than never - sorry! How she can spin a yarn, can Daphne du 
Maurier! This is one of a piece with Jamaica Inn, rather than with the more subtle 
psychology of Rebecca. A roistering cloak and sword romance,: in the best tradition, 
and in modern language and manner, derring-do stream-lined and twentieth century fash- 
ioned, -— the story of a lovely lady who fled across from London to Cornwall, to es- 
cape the life and the self she was bored with. She rediscovered her true self in 
remance and adventure through the glamorous French pirate who terrified and tantalized 
her stolid Cornish gentry neighbors. Mad adventure, not always convincing as to de- 
tails lor, in retrospect, as to pattern), but excellent escape reading in days when 


sheer story telling provides a way out as relief from daily headlines. $2.50 
February 6 
e . 
Smith, Lady Eleanor THE MAN IN GRAY Doubleday, Doran 


In fact and name, a Regency romance, and a most accomplished piece of 
story telling, with color, passion and high drama. From the gay, gaudy, glamorous 
world of Whig fashionables, a descendant unearths the story of Clarissa - Lady Rohan 
~ who epitomized all the charm of a gracious era and became a legend of the times. 
Beautiful, affectionate and generous, her innocence made her unequal foil to Hesther, 
her closest friend and nemesis, who bore her some love but greater hate. At 17, 
Clarissa is married to the dour Lord Rohan, the "man in gray", who finds her youth 
and beauty tedious and whose indifference is pierced only when Hestherbecomes the 
children's governess and he falls in love with her. Almost simultaneously, Clarissa 
finds - and loses - her first real love; and Hesther stoops to murder. Dramatic 
entertainment and good! $2.50 


l ny 3 04 Pa 


February 20 
Steinbeck, John THE MOON IS DOWN Viking 


xf This seems a simple - almost an obvious book - until its overtones and 
undertones begin to do their deadly work. Then one realizes that, compact in less 
than 200 pages, is the story of what is happening to the conquerors and the conquered 
the world over, today. The yeast of freedom, of democracy, the soul of unconquerable 
man, is working to destroy those who deny freedom. No country is named - but it might 
be Norway. No person nor persons are named — but their types are truly drawn, Mayor 
Orden stands as a hero with none of the trappings of heroism. Curseling, the traitor, 
epitomizes the Quislings of the world. And the story? A tale of the unnamed men and 
women who are breaking the morale of the conquering beastwith silence, hate, mass re- 
sentment, and the use of weapons forged by imagination and passion while the weapons 
of the enemy become powerless to break their strength, their unity of anger. An 
extraordinary achievement. $2.00 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 10 
Ruck, Berta SPINSTER'S PROGRESS Dodd, Mead 


Salve for the single in the story of Susan, who passes up marriage to 
Slim to care for a father, a brother and three nieces, only to find herself alone, 
when one at a time, the family breaks up. She becomes a paid companion, first to an 
old lady whose great nephew plays her for a sucker, then to a screen star who uses her 
as a foil. She grows dowdy and middle-aged before her time, until the war brings re- 
habilitation for Susan, with Slim again in the picture - and marriage. Sugar-coated. 


$2.00 
February it 
Irwin, Margaret THE GAY GALLIARD: Harcourt, Brace 
The Love Story of Mary Queen of Scots 
. Margaret Irwin proves once again that a respect for fact, a true sense of 


period and of drama, and full-blooded characterization have their rightful place in 
historical fiction. Here is the timeworn but timeless story of Bothwell and Mary, of 
the bold, brusque, philandering adventurer whose loyalty to her never faltered. She 

is depicted as the gentle, gracious little Queen who was to gain spirit and courage 
through bitter betrayal. The familiar story is told against the background of violent, 
sordid intrigue, with the antagonism of the Bastard James, of the Protestant reformer, 
Knox, and the failure of her marriage to the insipid Darnley, with the murder first of 
Rizzio, then of Darnley (admittedly Bothwell's crime) as basic factors motivating the 
story. At the last, after years of quarreling resentment, the acknowledgment of Mary's 
love for Bothwell, and a few weeks' respite before the final treason. Tragic romance, 
dramatically toid. $3.00 


February 13 
Valtin, Jan BEND IN THE RIVER Alliance 


This will probably be read more because of curiosity as to anything Val- 
tin can do than for actual interest in the stories themselves. There are twenty odd 
sketches, impressions, drawn from actual rather than imaginative experience, most of 
them written during his three years in San Quentin prison. They serve as a record of 
an uphill climb to technical achievement, for they were written during a period when 
he was studying the use of English, under a professor of the University of California. 
They show a gradual increase in discipline of his violent, belligerent, turgid prose. 
There are sketches of the sailor's life he had lived, of waterfronts and harbors and 


whalers, of the prison and its inmates. Factual in background, fictional in treatment. 
$2.00 


Murray, Chalmers S. HERE COME JOE MUNGIN Putnam 


A Negro story of South Carolinian island people, principally concerned 
with the ruthless rise of ugly, ambitious, determined Joe Mungin, who at an early age 
demonstrated his independence by demanding pants! His marriage is built on antagonism, 
for he ean get Tyra Ann no other way, and she spends her time trying to outwit him and 
get him under her thumb, only to fail time and again. He rises to be head man on the 
plantation, and continues to prosper even after the owner's death. Post-Civil war 
period, as the setting for Joe's career, in marriage, in love affairs, in farming and 
business. It's earthy, rowdy, colorful, dramatic, interesting for those who follow 
novels of the colored race. The author is former District Supervisor of the S. Ca. 
Writers’ Project. $2.50 
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Mid February 







Foster, O'Kane IN THE NIGHT I DID SING Seribner 






A picture of a Mexican community in the Taos Valley, picturing them as an 
unassimilated minority of these United States. There is no plot per se - rather is it 
a record of the conflict between the Church and the secret sect of the Penitentes, the 
white tourists, the artists, the Mexicans, parents and children, poverty and debt, the 
love of the land, the haves and the have nots, blended into a portrait of a people 
against an overcrowded canvas. There is much of custom, legend, folksong, in sympa- 


thetic handling, but the plot seems broken, episodic, symbolic - and fails to drip. 
$2.50 






























ge ge b 
February-i8 ?. TD ~ 
Lipton, Lawrence BROTHER, THE LAUGH IS BITTER Harper 


With the shadows of European events and refugees from Nazi brutality to 

point up the significance of this story of Max's dilemma, this emerges as a contempor- 

ary portrait of a Jew, impelled by mounting circumstance to defy law and society. 

Tragic in its implications, solid in its background, high-pitched in its emotions, , 

this assuredly is not a novel for "pop" consumption. There is something or the feel 

of Native Son in its racial antagonism aspects, as Max, driven early to the shady ways 

of bootlegging and bookmaking, is caught up in the anti-Semitic tension of the last. 

presidential campaign. The rumblings of threat to his business, the pending cele- 

bration of his parents' 50th wedding anniversary, the tension of his affair with 

neurotic, perverse Blanche, a Christian, produce a week-end of mounting drama, which 
a culminates in violent death. A tragic, ironic book. $2.50 
Mitchell, Susanna Valentine NO SECOND SPRING y/ i Harper 


Volatile, pleasing light novel, for all that it is a trifle unreal - a 
| story of the irresponsible, talented and charming Dudleys, a family of failures and 
follies. Primarily it is the story of Cyntra, eldest daughter, and her turbulent love 
for a violinist, Eichenhorn, brilliant musically, worthless otherwise, who throws over 
her love twice, - for money, for ambition. Finally, she marries - and finds, with the 
coming of a child, that her marriage has proved better than a second spring. A woman’s 
novel, nice of its kind, for recreational relaxation - but not straight "pop". $2.50 


February 19 
Lieferant, Henry & Sylvia THEY ALWAYS COME HOME Dutton 


Companion piece to United They Stand, which was the most substantial, con- 
vincing book the Lieferants had done to date. This too is a quiet, sympathetic family 
story about the five Van Linden girls and their problems, to greater and lesser degree. 
Contemporary in period and spirit, with personalities that strike a familiar note, and 

‘situations that ring true, as the sisters' problems of marriage and parenthood are 
worked out with the steadying, understanding love of their parents as anchors to wind- 
ward, eventually setting them straight. Should be good library and rental material. 


$2.50 
February 20 
Pedler, Margaret THEN CAME THE TEST Doubleday, Doran 
é An English story of the extravagant Sherwoods, geared to horse and hounds, 


and coming up against sober reality when debt loses them their estate, and war breaks 
out. Familiar enough triangle pattern, with tribulation getting its tribute, and love 
eventually winning out. Rentals. $2.00 
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February 20 


Haig-Brown, Roderick L. TIMBER A Novel of Pacific Coast Loggers Morrow 


. I liked this immensely; though I think it is primarily a man's book, I 
was not particularly bothered by the technical details about lumbering, and the 
psychology of the first gropings towards organization were so well-handled, that wom- 
en readers as well as men will find it absorbing. Against an all-pervading awareness 
of the nature background, the tug of the wilds for these men of the woods, is told an 
intensely human story of love and friendship, of labor and management, of idealism and 
gropings towards expression and understanding of man's place in the scheme of life. 
Sometimes, the central characters seem a little too high-minded - but on the whole the 
story rings true. They act (even if they don't always talk) like real men (and wom- 
en). The same deep understanding of the "call of the wild" permeates this that 


characterized Return to the River. $2.75 


February 24 
Ostenso, Martha LOVE PASSED THIS WAY Dodd, Mead 


Capitulation and recapitulation, as in flashbacks Mary Hallard, nee 
Minella Hanks, successful novelist, looks back over fifteen years of her love for York, 
the boy back home. She had learned, from her dying father, of his killing the town 
banker, and despairing of any chance of happiness with York, she runs away from the 
mid-western home of her childhood without a word to him, and infrequent meetings 
through the years never bring out the truth. Finally, after fifteen years, she re- 
turns to him, and learns of her father's innocence - and bygones are bygones. Light 


as air. Rentals. $2.00 
27 0 \ 
February £5 ee W.. , 

Lewis, Oscar I REMEMBER CHRISTINE Knopf 


Not, strictly speaking, a novel, but an original idea developed with a 
certain ease and dry subtlety and perhaps more hoped for than realized. A book about 
a book - and within a book - as George, narrator, presents his version of the famous 
Horton family, after the publication of a biography which has sanctimoniously white- 
washed Jim Horton, San Francisco pioneer. Horton's chief claim to fame was that he 
was a rich and prominent self-made man. The biography deliberately excluded the high- 
spirited, mischievous, self-reliant girl who had been his mistress, and enlivened an 
otherwise dull life. Slight but contagiously appealing; it may "catch on”, particu- 


larly on the West Coast. A tour de force. $2.50 
February 27 
Evans, E. S- THE RISE OF DANIEL CAVOUR Putnam 


The complete history of a conscienceless man, with some of the realisn, 
but without the impact, of What Makes Sammy Run. It is not as unpleasant - not as 
compelling. This is the story of an Italian boy, shrewd, devious, and with an out- 
rageous opportunism which never fails to fascinate and succeed. After engineering his 
way through college, he hits on a scheme to commercialize beauty creams at a time when 
they were not used, and through miserly manipulation achieves millions. There are 
three women in his life, - Doris, his business associate, Marta, a Bohemian girl who 
satisfies him physically, and aristocratic Vicky, who marries him and satisfies his 
social ambition. And the close, with senseless accumulation of money which he hates 
to spend, and death in an air crash. True to life - of a kind - if you like to read 
about that kind. $2.50 
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Late February 
Weld, John SABBATH HAS NO END Scribner 


New line for John Weld, as he portrays with validity and sympathy a 

Caroline farmin the early 1800's - and the abrasive question of whites and blacks. 

The farmer is soft-hearted by the standards of the times; he has a thin-lipped, prac- 
tical, unsentimental wife, and a mean, hard overseer, Tate. Trouble starts with the 
purchase of a new Negro, Quash, and Montgomery refuses to get rid of him when he falls 
in love with the prettiest of the Negro girls. Tate uses Quash as a means to get Chloe 
to sleep with him - and there's more trouble. When Quash runs off to the swamp to 
avoid the lash, suspicion lights on him for the murder of a white child, and he is 
forced to return to clear himself. Well done, but not an easy story to place.$2.50 


March 4 il 
Beverley-Giddings, A. R. LARRISH HUNDRED Morrow 


A good portrait of present day Tidewater Virginia, with its hunting, 
fishing, and country way of life rhapsodized - background for a battle to the finish 
between Ben Larrish, gentleman-sportsman, owner of The Kingdom, and Sile, Hating Ben 
and getting back at him by poeching wild life sanctuary and breaking game laws. Well 
distilled, with interweaving of plot threads, of the country and of two types of men, 
at one with their love for the life and land and hating each what the other stands for, 


the drama of their enmity’ darkening the serenity of the place. $2.50 
March 5 
Makhali-Phal THE YOUNG CONCUBINE Random House 


This is an incalculable, but this much is certain, it's no (ef jacket) 
"romance of Indo-China”. Under a heavy lush blanket of ritual, mysticism, legend, 
spirits evil and animal, comes the story of Atman, the little Cambodian princess who 
believed herself destined to carry the burden of the universe, and "come upon earth 
to save the spirits”. Very Freudian in the handling of her father's unreciprocated 
love, of her identification with his ten year old concubine, with her earthly love 
of her aged uncle and her marriage to him. She worships Buddha and Christ alter- 
nately, hoping to unite the Orient and the Occident. But after her marriage, she re- 
turns to the jungle, where she is strangled by sorcerers. A bit beyond the Occident- 


al mind, in its implications. Perhaps the Indo-China locale will sell it. $2.00 
March 6 
Hutchens, Jane TIMOTHY LARKIN Doubleday, Doran 


From 1836 to 1861 in the career of restless Larkin, ambitious, insecure, 
driven. There's a little bit of everything here, - history, marriage, farming, pion- 
eering, with good situations but sprawly in execution. The early years of trekking 


westward with his mother to Missouri, always expecting his absentee father; then the 
Jure of gold taking him away from his devoted wife and child to California, back to 
find his father, redeem an old debt -— and make some new ones, when he misappropriates 
ivunds to launch his own success. The Civil War sees him enlisted on the Union side 
as scout and spy ~ again his path crosses his father's - again his father sets him 
on the right way. Good Americana here. 


$2.50 
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March 12 
Cushman, Clarissa F,. YOUNG WIDOW Little, Brown 


Young Joan, lovely to look at, and seeking to forge a new life for her- 
self after the death of her husband, manages to stir up a hornets' nest when she goes 
to Baltimore as laboratory aide to a doctor. Four men find themselves emotionally 
stirred - and Joan is in the thick of troubles,- jealousy, maternal and marital, heart- 
aches - from which the man she had thought a lightweight manages to extricate her, and 
to demonstrate that he can be more than second best second husband. High rental 


aptitudes. ~ $2.00 
229 
March 23 y 
MeMeekin, Clark WELCOME SOLDIER! Appleton-Century 


The team writing under the name Clark McMeekin have gone contemporary on 
their readers, with an ingenious turn that parallels a story of the last war with a 
story of this, eventually merging the two. Good dialogue - smoother writing than Show 
Ye a Land or Reckon with the River, but less glamorous as to plot, period and setting. 
There is no central character to capture the imagination ~ Lou is at best, a rather 
pitiable (when not a laughable) figure, and one cannot feel much warmth of emotion over 


Jett, or the Bennetts, father or son. I can't feel that this will add to their laurels. 
$2.50 _ 
- 


March 20 
Howard, Mary FAR BLUE HORIZONS Doubleday, Doran 


Can't say much for this! More Egypto-Anglophila, as Celia, young and 
steadfast, becomes secretary to engineer Gerald Graham and accompanies him to Egypt, 
there to find her functions vary from taking care of the child, Una, to watching over 
the wife, addicted to jewels and drugs. Myra, the wife, after much trouble-shooting, 
atones by committing suicide and leaving the coast clear for Celia. Ho-hum--- $2.00 


de Lizardi, Jose Joaquin Fernandez THE ITCHING PARROT Doubleday, Doran 


In retrospect, this seems no more alluring than when read and reported, on 
P. 414, "'The Itching Parrot’ was the nickname of a Mexican of the Colonial Period in 
Mexico, and this is his story, the story of a scapegrace, a rascal, a ne'er do well, 
who from childhood (he conveniently blames everything unhappy on the milk he took from 
his wet nurse's breasts), cheated and loafed and abused his opportunities. Katherine 
Anne Porter has - in her translation - kept faithfully to the spirit of the original, 
and written an introduction. But this was not enough to interest me as the shameless 
Poll recounts - for his children and children's children - the ribald tale of his ad- 
ventures in monasteries, schools, slums, brothels and jails of Mexico - with occasional 
wanderings into fair maidens' boudoirs in haciendas of rural Mexico. A classic in 
Spanish-America (estimated to have sold 100,000,000 copies), it held no charm for me, 
and it is difficult to see how it can appeal to American audiences. I was 'not amused’. 

$2.50 


March ?? 
Ingiis-Jones, Elisabeth THE LOVING HEART Messner 


A quiet story of nearly unselfish love, a romance which brought five years 
of happiness and fulfilment to a man and woman twenty years apart, she the older, ina 
marriage that succeeded while success was imperative and that ended before the man knew 
the spirit was gone. "The loving heart" is symbolic of little, dumpy Susan Porter, who 
had never known passionate love, and who found it, too late, through the you¢h to whom 
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she had restored faith and happiness and ambition - and who gave her five years of 
joy. Her death freed him for the marriage with Honor Spencer, schoolgirl grown up 
into his ideal mate. An unimportant book, perhaps, but a warmly human story, with a 
nostalgic backward look to England between the wars. $2.50 


Almost Lost in the Shuffle - But Don't Overlook-- 


: White, Stewart Edward STAMPEDE Doubleday, Doran 


If you have followed the saga of Andy Burnett you won't want to miss this 
story of a later period of his adventurous life, when old friendships came to their 
own and helped him save the lovely remote rancho of Folded Hills from the invading 
swarms of squatters. Smooth blend of history and romance and adventure, as young 
Leslie Dayton, destined for trouble, finds himself in the thick of things in a minia- 
ture civil war over property rights. (And what's more, senses the beginnings of ro- 
mance in his encounter with Andy's lovely wild young daughter). Good of its kind. 


$2.00 
Pocket Book REPRINTS for January 15th 
Dimnet, Ernest THE ART OF THINKING $ .25 
Miller, Douglas YOU CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH HITLER, revised. $ .25 
Marsh, Ngaio DEATH IN A WHITE TIE $ .25 
Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE CARETAKER'S CAT $ .25 
No reprints for January from Garden City, Blue Ribbon, Sun Dial. 
Department of Sudden Death 
January 15 , 

Simenon, Georges MAIGRET SITS IT OUT Harcourt, Brahe 


Two more Maigret,- The Lock at Charenton and Maigret Returns. The first 
has to do with family skeletons and longstanding hatred, solved before Maigret retires; 
the second, Maigret comes out of retirement to save nephew Philippe in a murder-drug- 
women case. The man of silences and adhesive sleuthing comes out well. $2.00 


February 10 
Bentley, John MR. MARLOW TAKES TO RYE Houghton, Mifflin 


Richard Marlow's manoeuvres as his trip across the Atlantic is encumbered 
by peculiar situations, and as his arrival in N.Y.C. accelerates the search for his 
mysterious package. Marlow defies gunsters, torturers, kidnappers, and hands the 
New York police a murderer and jewel thief. The usual liquor and ladies in the usual 


active rather than speculative yarn. - $2.00 
February 76 \\ 
Bloch, Blanche THE BACH FESTIVAL MURDERS Harper 


An original set-up and frame for a succession of deaths, most of which 
might have passed as natural or accidental but all of which hinged on a succession 
of revelations intimately linked with the contest of two women for the musical leader- 
ship of a somewhat reluctantly-musical mid-western town. The identity of the murder- 


er somehow breaks through, but one is kept diverted from the main channel by a suc- 
cession of false clues, skeletons in family cupboards, et al. 


The stage is set for a 
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try-out and the murderer reveals himself in time to save wholesale slaughter. $2.00 \Y/ 


February 20 
Anonymous SAXON ASHE SECRET AGENT Alliance 


Saxon Ashe, alias Bibobi, the clown (but no fool) in another series of 
adventures as he lonehands against the Nazis in general and a Fifth Column band in 
pre-invasion Holland in particular. Attempted kidnapping, drugs, capture and escape 
in a German parachute troop plane as he evens all accounts. No new wrinkles. $2.00 


Roe, Vingie E. DUST ABOVE THE SAGE M. S. Mill 


Romantic Western in story of rebellious, impulsive Belle and aloof Dallas 
Hudson. Belle is kidnapped and learns the secret of the gang which has brought trouble 


to the ranchers, and Dallas rescues her and clears out the renegade Mormon hideout. 
$2.00 


February 23 
Wells, Susan DEATH IS MY NAME Scribner 


Good atmosphere of Southern California for succession of killings. Three 
lines of sleuthing pursued by amateurs as the death of Dr. Adovach sends an ex-actress, 
a band leader, a songwriter, a sultry singer, an heiress and her appealing cousin, in- 
to a tailspin. The three converge after another murder and it takes a woman's in- 
tuitive knowledge to cinch the case. $2.00 


February 26 
Gruber, Frank THE MIGHTY BLOCKHEAD Farrar & Rinehart 


Johnny Fletcher and Sam Cragg again strongarming their way to the success- 
ful solution of two murders, whose background is the comic strip, "Blockhead". Flet-— 
ener smoothtalks, Cragg gives and takes rough punishment, but they run down the 
mystery of the strip's origin and originator, blackmail, doublecrossing and lethel 
attempts. Tough. $2.00 


Late February 
Collins, Mary DEAD CENTER Scribner 


Impetuous Janet, ignoring her father's publicity phobia, makes headline 
after headline as she immerses herself in a double murder in San Francisco’s bohemian 
quarter. Between drinks, an overnight engagement, and marriage, she makes intrepid 


attempts to scoop the police - and fails. Blithe tale - small regard for fine points. 
$2.00 


March 20 


Heberden, M. V. MURDER FOLLOWS DESMOND SHANNON Doubleday, Doran 


Detective Shannon, holidaying on a West Indian island, St. Callista, finds 
the island divided into feuds, hatreds, and fears, and with a killing, finds himself 
right back on the old range, taking over the job. He strongarms his way into Negro 
zituals, the island's white society, traces some back history and pins the blame, 
where it belongs. Hard-fisted sleuthing. OK but not tops. $2.00 
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MUST BOOKS 


February 20 


de Saint Exupery, Antoine FLIGHT TO ARRAS Reynal & Hitchcock 


“e One would indeed seem callous to be immune to the contagion of mounting 
tension, implicit even in the quiet moments of this extraordinary book, which is now 
sheer human emotion, now a superb bit of philosophical writing, a tortured weighing 
of events in defeat shared by a flier who was, inescapably, also an artist. Obeying 
orders he knew were futile, he could still reach the conclusion that "there is no 
growth except in obligation". Define this as a French Target for Tonight, an amazing 
moment by moment record of a flight, while France was collapsing. There is adventure 
here, there is climax, there is relief, there is a sense of identity with the plane 
and the men, with "Saint Ex" himself. Near the close he can still say:- "Since I am 
one with the people of France....I shall never bear witness against them". An ime 
mense book. $2.75 


A DARK HORSE 
February 10 
Johnston, George H. ACTION AT SEA The Saga of the Sydney Houghton, Mifflin 


* I don't think I had realized - until this came along - how concentrated- 
ly the war books of today have spotted air and, to a lesser degree, land activities, 
how little has been said of the war on the sea. The Sydney, lost late in 1941, was one 
of Australia's five cruisers, and in her seven months’ participation in the 1940 Med- 
iterranean campaign, she and other British ships played their vital roles. This ac- 
count by an Australian journalist is based on eye-witness and fighting men's own 
stories, on official sources, inspired by some degree of hero worship with a worthy 
subject. Exciting, dramatic and important, in the light it throws on the Mediterran- 
ean action. Perhaps it is only a small segment of world warfare, but it is a tribute 
to gallant men and gallant ships, as it traces the early engagements, the action off 
Africa, Malta, the convoying and chases, the line of ships (battleships, aircraft 
carriers, cruisers, destroyers, submarines, motor torpedo boats) - and the men aboard 
them. The scene includes more than just the Mediterranean, - Dunkirk, the importance 
of Gibraltar, the loss of France and the French fleet, the relative Italian and Brit- 
ish strength are described as the background for the Mediterranean action. The les- 
sons learned - and the Sydney's triumphal return home. Grand reading. $2.75 LW 


And These May Find a High Level 


Elliot Paul's THE LAST TIME I SAW PARIS (Random House) for its pictortal and human ap- 
peal; PEOPLE UNDER HITLER by Wallace R. Deuel (Harcourt, Brace) for the contribution 
1t makes to better comprehension of what conquest means; THE WIND IS RISING a timely 
collection of essays by H, M. Tomlinson (Little, Brown). And a dark horse country 
book of unusual approach, OLD MCDONALD HAD A FARM (Houghton, Mifflin). See below for 
reports, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 3 | /% ~ 
Yugow, A. RUSSIA'S ECONOMIC FRONT FOR WAR AND PEACE Harper 


* A gigantic work, full of facts and figures, made interesting and alive, - 
no one-sided evaluation of the Soviet program, but a fair appraisal of the worthwhile 
results, as well as the failures and disillusionments of the true socialists. The 








January 15, 1942 Non-fiction -29~- 


author understands the people of Russia, their hunger for learning and the better 

things of life, and their willingness to sacrifice themselves for a workers’ democracy 
still a hope in spite of the "one man dictatorship and the destruction of the sprouts 

of a free life". A valuable book, which should provide the answer for those who have 
wondered about the Russian enigma, the degree of success of the agricultural economy, 
internal commerce and foreign trade, standards of living and education, finance and 

the incredible degree of preparedness which has resulted in repelling the foe. He 

makes one appreciate what has actually been achieved without making one accept the 
system which he feels will be changed for the better should democracy conquer. $3.00 u— 


February 4 


Crow, Carl - &d. JAPAN'S DREAM OF WORLD EMPIRE: THE TANAKA MEMORIAL Harper 





Here is a segment of Japan's Hein Kampf, - their blueprint for conquest, 
promulgated in 1927 by Tanaka, as the basis for a positive program in Manchuria. In 
the course of its many pages, the old theme song of Hideyoshi, who laid down the ideal 
of world conquest, is again given voice. Step by step, the developments outlined 
(and justified by cleverly specious argument) by Tanaka for his emperor have been fol- 
lowed, differing only in order and speed. And exactly to the date, ten years from the 
time the Memorial was accepted, the attack on China was made. In the course of the 
text he says:- "For the sake of self preservation and of giving warning to China and 
the rest of the world, we must fight America sometime." And again, "We shall have to 
go to war with Soviet Russia." Time will tell. Carl Crow, in bringing this document 
to public attention, has prefaced it with a brief outline of Japan's shifting policy, 
~ expansion, closed door, open door, and various alliances, for what they are worth. 
And he interjects comments and parallels at intervals through the text of the Memorial 


itself. One could wish he had done more, though comment might seem superfluous to- 
$1.25 — 


day. 
February 5 
Deuel, Wallace R. PEOPLE UNDER HITLER Harcourt, Brace 


What personal life is like where the Nazis rule is the subtitle for this 
book in which the foreign correspondent of the Chicago Daily News has his say on life 
in Germany today - the Fascist formulas and their application. Much of the material 
is familiar in outline; it is the intimate and generous amount of detail of daily 
living in Germany which makes this book valuable. The bulk of the book deals with the 
average man and woman, racial discrimination, love and the birth rate, blood and 
spoils, culture and entertainment, food, the new economy. There is very little on 


the military or international prospects. Good reading, though much of it has been 
said. $3.50 


February 16 


Sayers, Charles Marshall THE BOOK OF WOOD CARVING Caxton 


This is a beginners' book, written by the director of the School of Wood 
Carving at Carmel-by-the-Sea, California. The instructions are designed to facilitate 
quick results and freedom of technique, and the author presents salient facts concern- 
ing basic tools (four are particularly recommended), general rules of procedure, posi- 
tions of hands and body, various woods and finishes - and then goes on to a series of 
‘ designs and accompanying instructions, planned to put the theories into practice. With 
wood carving the one phase of art which seems ready at hand for most people inclined 
in that direction, this should prove valuable. The numerous illustrations are to be 


reproduced by lithography, and the publishers promise a beautiful piece of book making. 
$5.00 
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February I7 LOA CH. 
Crockett, Charis THE HOUSE IN THE RAIN FOREST Houghton, Mifflin 


Dutch New Guinea is in the news today from a vastly different angle than 
that designed by the author and her husband as they spent eight months completing 
museum contracts, of which this is the record. Nonetheless, here is as understanding 
a picture of living at this tip of nowhere as has come our way. First, the leisurely 
trip from the U. S. by boat, the crew, the food, the pets, the money troubles, and the 
arrival at Sorong. Then their tenderfoot trek to Sainke Doek, an inland station, where 
they settled down among the jungle people. Their early efforts to get acquainted, 
their daily life with complications of cockroaches, sand fleas, heat, rain, mud, 
fevers, and so on. And their joy in the slow, rhythmic life and sorrow in leaving. 
Gay, observant, pleasant reading - for Land Below the Wind market, with heightened 
interest in the fact that it provides background for today's headlines. $3.00 


Wenstron, Wm. Holmes, Maj. WEATHER And the Ocean of Air Houghton, Mifflin 


The importance of the science of aerology is increasing steadily with the 
advance of aviation, of agriculture, and so on. The interest is widespread, if one 
can judge by (until recently) the universality of weather reports. (Perhaps in the 
curtailment today lies another reason for publication of this book at this time ). 
There is a small part of the book given to a record of personal experience in high 
altitude flying, but primarily the book is a study of the tremendous advance made in 
instruments, in theory of meteorology, in application of advance data. A chapter on 
amateurs, on weather in the air and on the water - and some venture in prophecy. 


Very fully illustrated. (Repeated from Page 565, bulletin of 11/15/41). $4.50 
Pebreary-20- “Ut arel.itt 20 
Ailen, Ida Bailey SUCCESSFUL ENTERTAINING Doubleday, Doran 


A better book than Mrs. Lounsbery's Entertaining Without a Maid, though 
the bulk of the text deals with entertaining that takes time and money. However, 
there are suggestions for restricted budgets that sound practicable. A comprehensive 
text, covering entertaining on all levels, at all times, from dining room to dinette, 
with or without a maid, from breakfast to buffet supper. There are introductory chap- 
ters on decoration, furniture, linens, tadle settings, service, but most of the text 
deals with parties, menus and recipes, specialties of all kinds, for anything from 
the formal wedding to the outdoor picnic. Illustrated. Good stock item. $2.95 


Radin, Paul INDIANS OF SOUTH AMERICA V+ @Ac4l ¢@poubleday, Doran 


Research sleuthing on Indian origins in South America, in the links be- 
tween the races of the two continents, both anthropologically and culturally. The 
field covered ranges from typical South American to the exceptions (the Guanas, Araw-. 
aks, those of the Amazon Basin, East Brazil, Peruvian, etc.) Rites, civilizations, 
myths, cycles, down to the modern remains of the tribes. He has tapped the source 
material of early travelers, making the historical picture colorful. For the layman 
interested in race history, a well-told tale, from head-shrinking Jivaros to equest- 


rian Cancos. Illustrated. $4.00 
O Brien, Maureen & Oeschger, Ivy CULBERTSON FOR THE JONESES Morrow 
Informal 


_ Bridge bible for bidding (and no more), but very good at that. 
and informative information about honor tricks, and winners, biddable suits, opening 
bids, forcing bids, slam and part score bids, responses and rebids, takeouts, over- 
calls, doubles, etc. Coyly chatty at times, but valuable simplification. 


$2.00 
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February 23 


Gade, John A. ALL MY BORN DAYS Scribner 


The autobiography of a continental chameleon, architect, banker, and prim- 
arily Naval Attache, John Gade, whose life is a full and interesting record covering 
the European scene since the turn of the century. Born of Norwegian-American parents, 
he was brought up largely in Norway, with educational interludes in France, Germany 
and America. During the World War, he started his diplomatic career as part of the 
Committee for Relief in Belgium; then as Naval Attache to Norway, Denmark, Finland, 
Belgium, the Hague and Portugal successively. Important world figures appear in the 
record. The book closes with the invasion and occupation of Belgium where he was 


stationed at the time. Not unusual, but pleasantly anecdotal. $3.50 
February 24 
Leacock, Stephen MY REMARKABLE UNCLE Dodd, Mead 


His own phrase about Benchley applies equa’ly here,- "hither and yon with 
"wilful imbecility". From his fabulous uncle to the old home town, schools to make 
young gentlemen, the British soldier, kitchens, adult education, book titles, antiques, 
sport, eating outdoors, humor, Christmas, visiting Americans, emigrants, growing old - 
potpourri of purposeful nonsense, for Leacock the humorist is also Leacock, the sly 
critic and spry observer. You probably can gaude your market. $2.50 


Mayorga, Margaret THE BEST ONE-ACT PLAYS OF 1941 Dodd, Mead 


A good annual, which today seems even more closely tied than usual to mod- 
ern dilemmas, and has its share of patriotic, propagandist material. Famous contribu- 
tors include MacLeish, Maxwell Anderson, Saroyan, Hecht & MacArthur, etc. $2.50 


Schauffler, Robert Haven NEW AND SELECTED POEMS Dodd, Mead 


A popular poet and dependable anthologist here presents a selection from 
his own work, a motley collection of poems on heterogeneous themes, none of great dis- 
tinction, perhaps, but many of universal appeal for the man in the street. Art and 
music, Christmas, portraits, legends, the war, England, his native Maine afford in- 
spiration for his talents. The volume includes some of his best known lyrics. $2.00 


tu wate 
Diamgnt, Gertrude THE DAYS OF OFELEA pr. [< M Houghton, Mifflin 


Eminently readable, this unusual approach to sympathetic understanding 
of the current Mexican problems and people. Ofelia, ten year old daughter of the 
Escoto's, won her battle to become the author's maid, and it was through that open- 
ing wedge that Miss Diament penetrated the Mexican facade. One shares with her the 
markets, the customs, the gossip, the family life of the Escoto'’s. One visits a 
wedding, old style. One shares the horror and sorrow when the stigma of Jew follows 
certain German refugees to their new home. A book which will appeal to anyone who 
jas been or is going to Mexico - and many armchair travelers will like it too. $2.75 

Vu an ch, 13 

Coffin, Robert P. Tristram THERE WILL BE BREAD AND LOVE Macmillan 


>. Bucolic poems by this popular Maine poet. Little lyrics of farmer and 
fisherman, of shelling peas and may baskets and setting hens, of New Englanders all, 
in practised fluent verse. Not up to his best - but perhaps keyed to escape from 
the world today. $2.00 
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February ?? 
Miller, Charles C. BLACK BORNEO Modern Age 


Buoyant, casual, thoroughly entertaining account of a trip into the wilds 
of Dutch Borneo for moving pictures, having left a sick wife on the coast (see Canni- 
bals and Orchids), River travel, army posts, the crew, the jungle people; canoes, 
native bearers, tabus, ghosts, head hunters, celebrations, the stone idols at Semang, 
the death of a Chinese assistant camera man, the search for gold mines, and a last 


hazardous spill. Again a background book, on a country now involved in war. Ill'd. 
$2.75 


February Late 


Humphries, Rolfe OUT OF THE JEWEL Seribner 


Pleasing collection of lyrics and sonnets and translations by a gifted 
poet whose verse, while disciplined and restrained, is graceful and musical. Vari- 
egated in theme, poems of persons and places, of love and death and war. $2.50 


March 2 


THE GOOD HOUSEKEEPING COOK BOOK Farrar & Rinehart 


A good, all-time cookbook, for those who want one that covers the ground 
thoroughly. There is more of the machinery, the hows and whys of cooking, than in 
Fanny Farmer; more of the entertaining hostess aspects than in The Settlement Cook 
Book. America's Cookbook is perhaps its closest competitor, in content and coverage. 
I liked the handling of problems of use, of index, of terms, of methods, of measure- 
nents, of marketing. The menus are scattered through the book, linked with specific 
sections and topics. The recipes cover the whole range from drinks and their accom- 
paniments, to leftovers. The business housekeeper, the problem of cooking for one 
alone, for two, outdoor cookery, children's meals, all have a place. There is even 
the famous 9-day reducing diet - and there are calory tables and charts. As for the 
recipes themselves,- the answers seem all to be there, for the household that demands 
good American cooking, spiced with occasional inherited delicacies. But it is not a 
book for the gourmet - that need must be met elsewhere. Illustrated. $2.50 


Fergusson, Erna HAWAII Knopf 
Coming at this time, one expects something more interpretative of the 
place of Hawaii in the international and economic scene, and on the war front. Put 
that from your mind, however, and view this as simply the scene as experienced by 
that gifted traveler-interpreter. It is a colorful, pictorial, appreciative scene 
she paints, with brief space given to history and early days of royalty, customs and 
culture in descriptions of the hula (one of the true art forms), Hawaiian foods and 
entertainments, the life of its city and its plantations, of the individual islands 


and of the people. A good job of its kind, but it seems wrongly timed. $3.50 
Meret a (ut OO 7 
7 bra ‘eS 1a 
Paul, Elliot THE LAST TIME I SAW PARIS Random House 
* Life and Death of a Spanish Town took an island off the Spanish coast 


ana brought it alive, made its people, its politics, its sympathies, its petty feuds, 
its growing significance the reader's. Now he takes, as symbol for that part of Paris 
which does not make its laws nor mold its policies, a short street, the rue de la 
Huchette, a street that runs parallel to the Seine, a few yards south of the quai. 
Through the post-war twenties to the death of Paris at Nazi hands, he experiences 
intimately, tnderstandingly, the life and moods and adventures and emotions and pas~ 
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sions and hates and loves of the people of that crowded little street. Cafe’ and hotel, 
shop and bordel, street and lodging - all had their place and the effect is a revolving 
kaleidescope of impressions ever deepening as the characters cross the little stage. 
For a time one's interest is caught first by one, then another, now this situation, 

now that, until the pieces begin to fit into place, and a reflection of Paris and 
France emerges. A book in which the reader actively does his part - or he misses its 
charm. Not - therefore - a book for the reader who wants it all done for him by the 
author. And, I wondered as I read, whether a good deal of it would be lost if one 

had no background, however superficial, and no affection for the old Paris. Might 


one feel, perhaps, that in its decadence it deserved to perish? $2.75 ,; 
March 6 
Montagu, Ashley HOW TO FIND HAPPINESS AND KEEP IT Doubleday, Doran 


Happiness is found in the ability to see yourself as a whole, the world 
as a whole, and yourself in relation to the world. Mr. Montagu shows you how in one 
easy lesson, - knowing your own mind, thinking for yourself, discarding prejudices and 
deceptions, weighing evidence justly, accepting new ideas, understanding people and 
helping them, recognizing the value of religion, etc. etc. Platitudinous, but lots 
of people will fall for it - not recognizing it as just another pusher-upper. $2.95 


Weiss, William HOW TO KEEP OUT OF TROUBLE 2-2 [{ Doubleday, Doran 


Level-headed legal advice which anyone can follow - and should, written 
by a man whose Legal Clinic has proved so helpful. He deals, in this book, with in- 
stallment plans, collection agencies, the used car racket, collecting small claims, 
wage garnishees, bad checks, found money, false arrest, job and real estate and accid- 
ent swindles, correspondence courses and divorces, burial insurance, wills, adoption 
papers, leases, summons, etc. etc. Introduction by Dale Carnegie promised (not in 
galleys yet) and this should give it a push in the right direction. $2.50 


GO 

March 11 
Tomlinson, H. M. THE WIND IS RISING Little, Brown 
° Tomlinson has written a beautiful book, a reader's book primarily, per- 


haps, for the sureness of literary artistry has been brought to bear on one man's view 
expressed through a chronology of two years, from August '39 to August "41. With Mr. 
Tomlinson one reexperiences events, emotions, and their effects on London, on the 
country of England. He reassesses the years' damage, the loss of landmarks; the gains 
in faith, the valor of the common man, the new meaning of America. He writes of the 
entry of Russia into the war. He sees in censorship the real blackout. He vaunts his 
pride in the people of his country. This is - one might say - a philosophical series 
of essays, flawlessly done, largely intellectual and spiritual in quality, analytical 
from the literary and historical points of view. Should win wide recognition from the 


critical press, and his name may carry it over the hurdle of its limitations. $2.50 
March 26 24 
McDonald, Angus OLD MCDONALD HAD A FARM Houghton, Mifflin 


Can you imagine Clarence Day's father superimposed on Old Jules? If so, 
you may be able to get a quick view of the old man, as Old McDonald was known to his 
son. His was a stormy arrogant spirit, assured always of his rightness, and proving 
it against odds too often for the comfort of his critics. This particular quirk por- 
trayed in this book was his assurance that he could make a prosperous and paying farm 
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out of a "rock and air" farm, despite gulleys, poor soil, ramshackle buildings - and 
his own lack of funds and experience. What's more he did it - taking it out of his 
own hide and out of the hides of his children, his menfolk, his womenfolk. He must 
have been a difficult person to live with - but an interesting one to read about. 
Come to think of it, he had more than a slice of Grandma (in Grandma Calls it Carnal) 
for he was an ex-circuit rider, with a message to give, and a scorn for the ease of 
modernity and the new fangled contraptions. The setting is Oklahoma. The period a 
generation ago. There's a good deal of factual material about farm and land reclama- 


tion — but I'd advise against selling it as a “how-to-do book". April Literary Guild. 
$2. 50 ad 


Odds and Ends Among Late Comers - Look Them Over 


Zacharoff, Lucien Fd. THE VOICE OF FIGHTING RUSSIA Alliance 
An Embattled People's Report 


Individually, some of these stories are magnificent records of courage; 
taken en masse, there's too much of the same, translated with no touch of lightness or 
humor. A collection of close on to a hundred anecdotes of the bravery of Soviet sold- 
iers, peasants, workers, men, women and children - all so much of the same pattern that 
cne's response is dulled. Army, navy, air force, civilian - mass heroism. $2.75 


McCrady, Marjorie Ellis & MANNERS FOR MODERNS Dutton 
Wheeler, Blanche 


Good for the demands of today, modernizing and simplifying and naturalizing 
ctiquette for everyday living, in this simple handbook of manners based on "common 
sense and unobtrusive kindness". The tenor is informal, unaffected, dispensing with 
extremist tabus and punctilios. Letters, weddings, clothes, travel, invitations, tip- 
ping, entertaining, eating, army and navy manners, office behavior, in simple, inform- 
al style, and at the same time specific and definite enough to leave no questions un- 
answered. Touch of humor relieves any possible hint of the didactic. (1/20). $1.75 


Gilpin, Laura THE PUEBLOS: A Camera Chronicle Hastings House 


A nice job, in which beautiful photographs and text tell the story of the 
Pueblo civilization and culture through the homes of the Indians of the Southwest. The 
text is of necessity brief and well condensed, providing a springboard to further 
study. The span of history is long - from basket maker period to the historic pueblo, 
including interpretations of how the houses and ceremonial rooms were (and are) used. 
The pictures represent some 20 years’ work. The processes by which the age of dwell- 
ings can be identified is explained. (1/19) $3.00 


Ireland, Tom IRELAND Past and Present Putnam 


There is an enormous amount of valuable reference material in the exhaust- 
ive one-volume history of Ireland, approached as a survey of the forces and elements 
that went into the 700 year fight for freedom from England, now endangered by bitter- 
ness and hatred which makes recognition of common problems almost impossible. In the 
tragedy of the Partition, with the inescapable seeds of civil war, of intolerance, of 
a barrier that seems difficult to level, lies the problem that must be met and solved, 
Tom Ireland has given us an excellent objective historical survey, too detailed for 
the average reader who wants a quick survey, definition, exposition and an answer to 
the Irish puzzle. But for one who wishes to give himself a sound background of many 
years of struggle, a strange bond between England and Ireland, a debt both ways be- 
tween the United States and Ireland, a minute weighing of the pros and cons, here's 
the book. The volume starts with an introductory presentation of the reasons why the 
hatchet should be buried, concessions made on both sides of the Irish Sea, and the 
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unique contribution Ireland has it in her power to make, because of her geographical 
position, yielded at once to the champions of democracy. Two thirds of the book deals 
with modern Eire, and in spite of this, there is inadequate discussion of the rights 
given the U. S. in Eire, and the probable effect of our entry into the war. Then too, 
the part played by the Catholic Church is skimmed over. In final analysis, a useful 


and important book, but not the final word. Illustrated with photographs. (1/16) 
$5.00 


Caine, N. R. INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES Dodd, Mead 


For the New York tax payer, this does what no other book does, it paral- 
lels the answers and the data on federal and state taxes, column by column. There are 
general sections, where answers are given under clear cut headings (Who must file a 
return? How to report income, etc.) Under main headings (Taxable income, Deductible 
income, etc.) the data is alphabetically arranged, cross indexed. Special sectinons 
for traders and investors, for aliens, for the armed forces. Ends with two sample 
returns. (1/20) $1.00 


Belloc, Hilaire PLACES Sheed & Ward 


Nostalgic group of essays on cities and countries seen, and in turn on 
men and ideas they bring to mind. Here, in brief compass, is the learning and ap- 
preciation one expects from Belloc, as he wanders from Scandinavia to Poland to Rus- 
sia to the continent, and thence to the Near East. Cities and villages, sea and 
river, frontier and fiord, all provoke warm remembrance, and asides of historical and 
cultural import. (1/28) | $2.50 


Steindorff, George & Seele, Keith C. WHEN EGYPT RULED THE EAST Univ. of Chicago 


Inadequate -space for noting this beautiful book which should prove a suc- 
cessor to the long standard Breasted. The authors confine themselves to the Golden 
Age of Egypt's greatness, and to that age bring the results of the amazing generation 
of archeological research, added to the findings of the earlier period, from Napoleon 


on. With these facts acy convey a well-rounded picture of life, art, government, 
religion. Not eno gh of the story of the diggings - though that is implicit. Pine 
illustrations. (1/20). $4.0 


Harlow, William M. TREES OF THE EASTERN U. S. AND CANADA Whittlesey House 


a Reported in September (P.462) as a handy pocket field guide, with 300 
photographs illustrating leaves, flowers, fruit, twigs, bark of trees. Accompanying 
text tells what to look for by way of classification, and makes a game of keys to tree 
groups. Final judgment witheld for the finished book, which is now here, and - for me 
at least - is the answer to prayer. I've wanted just exactly such a practical, work- 
able field guide. The illustrations are excellent, and every clue is there. Too bad 
if one doesn't supply the answer. Text is skilfully handled - index is good - divis- 
ions and subdivisions are clear cut - format is compact and attractive. It's tops 

in its field. (1/26) $3.00 


Meier, Norman C. ART IN HUMAN AFFAIRS Whittlesey House 


In almost outline form, this is a student-teacher book that briefly points 
out the part art has played in man's development, covering functions, principles, ex- 
periment, creative production, artistic talent, and art in contemporary human affairs. 
Specialized, it makes the point without excessive verbiage, that art has its function 


in man's life beyond mere museum~housing. Plenty of challenge here for layman and for 
expert. The illustrations seem to me inadequate and disappointing. (1/26) $2.75 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday, Doran 
Barmine, Alexander -— ONE WHO SURVIVED - postponed indefinitely 
Gessler, Clifford - TROPIC LANDFALL - from 2/6 to 1/23 
Hinton, H. B. ~ CORDELL HULL = from 2/6 to 2/20 
Newman, James R. — THE TOOLS OF WAR - from $4.50 to $5.00 
Slaughter, Frank G. - SPENCER BRADE M. D. - from 2/6 to 3/20 


Farrar & Rinehart 
Benet, S. V. = THE SELECTED WORKS OF STEPHEN VINCENT BENET - from 2/23 
to 4/2 
Seidman, Joel - THE NEEDLE TRADES - from 1/29 to 2/16 
Suckow, Ruth - NEW HOPE - from 2/16 to 2/23 
Swain, Virginia - THE DOLLAR GOLD PIECE - removed from list 


Harper 
Davis, S. C. — YOUR CAREER IN DEFENSE - from $2.50 to $2.00 


Houghton Mifflin 
Thompson, C. M. - INDEPENDENT VERMONT -— from $3.75 to $4.50 - Date 
from 1/6 to 1/20 


Knopf 
Pratt, Theodore - MR. LIMPET - from $2.00 to $1.75 
Romains, Jules —- THE NEW DAY —- from $2.75 to $3.00 


Lippincott 
Groseclose, Elgin - THE FIREDRAKE - from 1/28 to 2/11 


Little Brown 
Hamilton, Edith - MYTHOLOGY - from 3/11 to 4/13 - Price from $3.00 to 
$3.50 


Macmillan 
Browne, Lewis ~ SOMETHING WENT WRONG - from 1/3 to 1/13 
Freeman, Martin - BITTER HONEY ~ from 1/6 to 1/9 
Hayden, J. R. - THE PHILIPPINES - from 1/13 to 1/20 
Wilkins, Vaughan - SEVEN TEMPEST - from 2/3 to 2/10 


Morrow 
Mann, E. B. ~— GUNSMOKE TRAIL - from 2/10 to 4/8 


Random House 
Hamilton, Patrick - HANGOVER SQUARE - from $2.00 to $2.50 - Definite date 
2/12 
Jaynes, Clare - INSTRUCT MY SORROWS - from $2.00 to $2.50 
Reynolds, Quentin - CONVOY - from $2.50 to $2.00 ~ Definite date 2/6 


Rutgers University Press 


Nissley, J. H. -— HOME VEGETABLE GARDENING - Definite date 1/31 ~ Price 
$1.50 
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& THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR ~ FEBRUARY 1ST TO 15TH 


February 2 
du Maurier, Daphne - FRENCHMAN'S CREEK (Doubleday, Doran) 


February 3 
Godden, Rumer - BREAKFAST WITH THE NIKOLIDES (Little Brown) 


February 4 
2, | & Yugow, A. - RUSSIA'S ECONOMIC FRONT FOR WAR AND PEACE (Harper) 


February 6 
Hillary, Richard - FALLING THROUGH SPACE (Reynal & Hitchcock ) 
Hinton, Harold B. - CORDELL HULL (Doubleday, Doran) 
Reynolds, Quentin - CONVOY (Random House) 
Slaughter, Frank G. - SPENCER BRADE, M. D. (Doubleday, Doran) 
Smith, Lady Eleanor - THE MAN IN GRAY (Doubleday, Doran) 


February 10 
Clark, Thomas D. - THE KENTUCKY (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Johnston, George H. - ACTION AT SEA (Houghton Mifflin) 
McGuire, Paul - WESTWARD THE COURSE (Morrow) 
Wilkins, Vaughan - SEVEN TEMPEST (Macmillan) 


& February 11 


Irwin, Margaret - THE GAY GALLIARD (Harcourt Brace) 


February 12 
Hamilton, Patrick - HANGOVER SQUARE (Random House) 


February 13 
Stace, W. T. - THE DESTINY OF WESTERN MAN (Reynal & Hitchcock) 
Valtin, Jan - BEND IN THE RIVER (Alliance) 
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SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: Nex 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
King, Dorothy N. SET THE CLOCK Harcourt, Brace 


This is a disappointing looking book, after the technical excellence of 
Find the Animals, for the page layout leaves much to be desired, the ink is grayish, 
the illustrations old-fashioned looking in the way some textbook primers look dated. 
And yet the idea is a good one, The face of the clock, with movable hands, appears 
through a hole in every page, and the verse belonging to each period of the child's 
day deals with matter-of-fact incidents, familiar to most four and five year olds. 
Illustrations in color by Will Anderson. (2/19) $1.50 


Musial, Joe MATEY VISITS NEW YORK McKay 


A story with sound effects, for here text and pictures are accompanied by 
a record (non-breakable) in which the story is read alaud and the successive sounds 
(trotting pony, dock sounds, harbor sounds, traffic sounds, ete.) break in at the 
appropriate moment. There are interpolations on the part of the reader, telling the 
small listener to turn the page (these are occasionally patronizing, talking down). 
Otherwise the story follows the text exactly. Nice pictures - double spread with some 
color. The title is misleading, as the story ends with hearing sheep bells in Central 


Park en route from vessel to hotel - scarcely a "visit" to New York, (Publ.) 1.50 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9) | 
Peek, Leigh DON COYOTE Houghton, Mifflin 


Just as the French have chosen the fox as their animal symbol of clever- 
ness, the Indians and the Mexicans have built similar folk tales around the coyote, 
even to making Don Coyote brother to their hero, Pecos Bill. These are folk tales 
indigenous to our own Southwest, retold so as to build a rounded picture of the tricky 
coyote, and to incorporate some of the earth legends, and the hows and whys of animal 
behaviour. There is an introductory chapter giving some factual nature information 
about the coyote, and showing why legends have sprung up to show how he wins with his 


wits what other wild creatures win by stealth or strength. I1l1'd by Virginia Burton, 
( +e $1.75 


8-3 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh PETER PIPER'S PICKLED PEPPERS Stokes 


Companion volume to Billy Button’s Buttered Biscuits, following the same 
idea of the story back of a nursery rhyme, using constant sound repetition (in this 
case, the letter P). Here at last is an entertaining and satisfactory answer to the 
eternally recurrent Jf and Where of the famous old jingle. The answer a pig, who 
was pining away because he alone had no taste of the famous pickled peppers. Good 
nonsense with amusing pictures of Katherine Milhous. (2/25) $1.00 


» oF @ 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Austin, Margot EFFELLI Dutton 


* Peter Churchmouse was just about my favorite juvenile book in 1941. Now 
comes another entertaining tale with pictures about a little elephant, perfectly named 
"Effelli" (which seems to come as close to a small child's pronunciation of "elephant" 
as most of them come). "Effelli" had escaped from the owner of a small zoo, who was 
taking him all the way from his jungle home to an inland city. He lands in a van, 
where he is too big to escape observation, and is gleefully claimed by the small grand- 
daughter of Grandpop, Lolly who had always wanted a pet elephant. Then there's Lord 
Nelson, the outrageous and amusing parrot, with all his advice - good and bad —- on 
how "Effelli" can permanently escape his fate. Good nonsense - yes, even to the ques- 
tionable trick played on the horrid keeper. Amusing pictures. A slightly older tale 
than Peter Churchmouse, but could be read aloud to four to six year olds - and read 

by 2nd and 3rd grade. (2/2) $1.50 


Johnson, Margaret S. & Helen Lossing RUNAWAY PUPPY Harcourt, Brace 


This series of might-be-true stories about dogs has proved successful 
with second and third graders. They are sound as to vocabulary and format, and the 
stories deal with various breeds of dogs. This time it is a story of Heather, a West 


Highland terrior, not always estimable - but coming out on top in the long run. (2/11) 
$1.75 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances STORM ON THE ISLAND Harcourt, Brace 


Lots of happenings in this story of a nine-year old who lived with her 
family on an island off the coast of South Carolina, and who shared in the island ad- 
ventures during a hurricane. Hurricanes have been experienced by more smal] fry late- 
ly than would have been the case a few years ago, so this story has a might—be-trwue 


quality that recommends it. Vocabulary should be right for third and fourth graders. 
(2/11) $1.75 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 
Bakeless, K. L. THE BIRTH OF A NATION'S SONG Stokes 


Most eight and nine year olds know The Star Spangled Banner. How many 
of them know the story behind the song, of how and when and where it came to be writ- 
ten. Simple retelling of the incidents that led up to Francis Scott Key's being held 
captive by the British during the assault on Fort McHenry and to the emotional crisis 





that inspired the words of the song which became the national anthem. Illustrated. 
(2/11) $1.50 / 
, / 
STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's devai] “4 
Govan, Christine Noble . CAROLINA CARAVAN 


° Mrs. Govan deserts Tennessee for South Carolina this time {the locale is 
almost identical with that in Eleanor Lattimore's Storm on the Island (see above) — but 
the readers go along with the family of orphans who are running away from the threat of 
Separation. The chance has come to spend the summer on an island - and off they go, 
and there they find a new pattern for living. A good yarn, with enough incident and a 


touch of mystery, with characters that ring true, One of her best tales. Tii‘d. 
(2.244 $2.00 
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Macdonald, Zillah TWO ON A TOW Houghton, Mifflin 


* If this did not come so early in the season, I'd be inclined to give it a 
double asterisk - it's that good. It is a honey of a story of modern life on a canal, 
connecting Buffalo with the Hudson, with the survival of the old sense of rivalry be- 
tween boats for groups of boats under tow) and with an original plot in which twin 
boys, unwilling to be separatéd, manage to escape detection but have plenty of excite- 
ment in the process, until circumstances force them to show themselves together. I 
loved it, and I'm sure youngsters will like it too. Illustrated by Harvey Kidder. 


(2/o49 $2.00 
a7 
Molloy, Anne COAST GUARD TO GREENLAND Houghton, Mifflin 


Until he was ten, Greg, son of seafarers, had never seen the sea, and was 
brought up in Dakota. So when the summons came to join his captain father for a voyage 
to Greenland, he felt like disobeying. But he went - and learned that he too had salt 
water in his veins. He had plenty of hard knocks in the process, ice patrol held un- 
expected misadventures for him, Greenland brought new experiences and new friends, and 
he came through. Illustrated by John L. Delano. (2/84) $2.00 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Murphy, Mabel Ansley THEY WERE LITTLE ONCE Caxton 


Biographies in brief with emphasis on incidents of childhood, many of 
them unfamiliar stories of familiar characters. There are several in which George 
Washington appears (not always the central figure), there are two of Theodore Roose- 
velt; there are individual stories of so varied a group as Lincoln, Jefferson, Hamil- 
ton, Jenny Lind, Alice Freeman Palmer, Robert Fulton, R. L. Stevenson, Mozart, Mendels— 
sohn, Betsy Metcalf, Cornelia Greene, etc. Good material hurt by sentimentalized pre- 
sentation. Ill'd. (1/5) $2.00 


Fberle, Irmengarde RADIUM TREASURE Crowell 


The story of the Curies forms the main part of this book about radium, but 
the emphasis on radium, its use, its sources, its importance is, presumably, the reason 
for the lack of focus on the two who gave it to the world. While following the outline 
cf Eve Curie's superb biography of her mother, this somehow falls short of reflecting 
its magic. Perhaps it will serve - for under teen age, as a spur for further explora- 


tion and reading the adult book, which is so simply told that all ages enjoy it. 
(2/27) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fictton 
Barbour, Ralph Henry THAD AND THE G-MAN Appleton-Century 


He can still spin a good yarn, can R.H.B., and this one deliberately uses 
current interest in subversive activities of the enemy saboteurs as basis for a mys- 
tery yarn with a Florida youth and a G-man (unidentified as such) as the central 
figures in the drama. Good adventure - old style. (1/30) $2.00 


Magoon, Marian W. THE EMPEROR'S NEPHEW: Story of Charlemagne Farrar & Rinehart 


* Good historical adventure and recreation of a period, making it come’ alive 
in the experiences of Hugo, who starts unrecognized, virtually in exile, and ends as 

a member of his uncle the Emperor's household, student at the Emperor's school, and 
acclaimed as a squire of no mean virtue, who through his courage and quick wittedness, 
did his part in bringing victory out of defeat. Covers that period of Charlemagne's 
career during which Susa and Pavia were conquered. Illustrated by Elinor Blaisdell, 
herself an authority on the mediaeval scene. (2/26) $2.00 
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Marshall, Rosamond ven der zee NONE BUT THE BRAVE Houghton, Mifflin 
. A grand tale in which - though it deals with the Holland of the 16th 


century, under the Spanish rule - is implicit suggestion of a situation undoubtedly 
having its counterpart today. The story revolves around a girl, granddaughter of the 
crippled leader of the famous Beggars, and of the adventures which eventually led to 
the Stege of Leyden and ultimate freedom from the hated yoke. Good adventure, with 
just a touch of romance, though not enough to hurt it for the boys who will like it 


almost as much as the girls. Illustrated by Gregor Duncan. (2428) $2.00 
S-3 

Olds, Helen Diehl VICTORIA CLICKS Messner 

- A touch of vocational value to this tale of Vicky, tyro photographer, who 


proves her ability in the summer she set out to earn part of her college tuition with 
her camera. A double exposure lands her a job doing a dog column for the local paper; 
when this is cancelled, chance throws another opportunity her way, and she eventually 
strikes luck in the value placed upon a picture she has taken of a shady politician, 
with and without the aid of her boy friend, Collin, youthful newspaperman. Pleasant 
small town setting, and enterprising Vicky proves a good companion. Stronger on the 


story end than on the photographic. Illustrated by Dorothy Hoptoff. (J.0.G.) (3/1) 
$2.00 


‘leans, Philip Ainsworth TUPAK OF THE INCAS Scribner 
with editorial assistance from Alice Dalgliesh 


There is something here of the old fairytale pattern of the prince who 
had lost his princehood and of how he found it again through valorous deeds. In spite 
of which (for some readers who carry over a liking for fairy tales, because of which) 
it is a first rate yarn of the days of the Incas in old Peru, of a lad whose father 
was in prison, and who escapes the virtual slavery of his own life, to seek a chance 
to regain the ground his father's misdeeds had lost him. With the aid of a soldier, 
who becomes his guardian and friend, and through his own innate courage and breeding, 


he attains his goal. Picture of life in those days has an authentic note. (2/?) 
$2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Garst, Shannon KIT CARSON Trailblazer and Scout Messner 


The life and experiences of Kit Carson, "mountain man", spanned the most 
glamorous years of western adventure. This is good biography, showing him in the best 
light, without sentimentalizing his character or career. Carson was a friend of the 
down-trodden, he recognized and had a wholesome respect for the ability of the Indian 
fighter, and - on the whole- fought him fairly and won, in return, the confidence of 
his adversary in defeat. He was often on the losing side - as when he went to Washing-~. 
ton to plead for his friend Fremont, but he was too late; Kearny had won his point. 
Carson was modest of his prowess, ambitious within limitations, honest, courageous, 
restless when the home bife in Taos which he thought he wanted, became too tame. A 
good picture of a man and a period, with enough hint of the fault being on both sides 
to save it from being an unfair picture of our dealings with the Indians. 40 illus- 
trations by Harry Daugherty. (2/9?) $2.50 


Baity, Elizabeth Chesley MAN IS A WEAVER Viking 


(This bock was reported for Fall. publication - Page 478 - bulletin 
9/15/41.) In that same issue appeared a review of Phyllis Ann Carter's excellent out- 
line of "man as a weaver", Spin, Weave and Wear, a book for somewhat younger readers. 
I am glad this book was postponed, for it should prove a good and permanent source book 
and reference, but it lacked the spark of the other book, and might - in contrast at 
the time - have lost its value in the place it belongs. This is undoubtedly a more 
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thorough piece of scholarship. The facts are here in greater detail; the subject is 
treated chronologically, country by country, with an interesting handling of labor 
conditions, the growing power of the Guilds. Then she passes on to the Industrial 
Revolutinn, machines, old, new and probable future developments, and the coming of 
Synthetic materials, substitutes for wool, silk and cotton, a facet of particular 
importance today. A sound book, occasionally text booky in handling. Illustrated by 
photographs and line drawings by Charles Fall. Should have wide appeal for school and 


college libraries and trade schools. ({JLG) (2/?) $2.50 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Johnson, Martha KATE RUSSELL Red Cross Nurse Crowell 


Level-headed, stout-hearted Kate Russell finds all her assets more than 
tested when, as a Red Cross Nurse, she is sent to Vermont to deal with a flood emer- 
gency, and later goes to wartime England. She goes through the torpedoing of the-ship, 
the days adrift in a lifeboat, apparently without a tremor. Helping her throughout 
is Dr. Robertson, a young English doctor returning to England on the same ship, and 
this provides romantic asides. The heroine is a bit too good to be true, but OK 
reading. (2/27) $2.00 


Deming, Dorothy GINGER LEE War Nurse Dodd, Mead 


More definitely popularized than preceding books by Dorothy Deming, and 
enticingly dished up for the young girl with leanings in that direction, - this tale 
of lively Ginger Lee, who enlists in the army as a war nurse and is sent to Camp 
Guion in the south, far from home and from Miles, her fiance. Miles breaks with her 
when he finds himself turned down for air service because of a bad heart. Ginger ac- 
quits herself well, acquires two new beaus, but finds that Miles is the real one for 
her, when she meets him again in the plant where he is working as.laboratory acientist 
and to which she is transferred for industrial nursing. (1/20) $2.00 


Miers, Earl Schenck BIG BEN Westminster Press, Phila. 


A story it is well to have told - a problem story of racial prejudice. 
Paul Robeson, famous Negro singer, once famous football player, supplied the factual 
background for this fictionized record of a Negro boy at a white university, with all 
the attendant problems. Extremely well done, a good story with sound psychological 
implications, a difficult problem handled with realism, understanding, sympathy - and 
no sentimentality. It starts with the day the scholarship arrived - and ends with his 
first concert. (2/21) $2.50 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 
Buck, Pearl S. DRAGON SEED John Day 


A full, rich canvas, once again the story of Chinese peasant farmers, 
who know nothing of the outside world, and scarcely notice the threats and rumblings 
of approaching war. Then war comes, from the sky, the neighboring city is wrecked, 
their homes are destroyed, their women ravished, they manage still to crawl back into 
their homes, cheat the enemy, and take up their way of life. This is primarily the 
story of one family, symbolizing the spirit of China at war. Not a tale of sweetness 


aad light, but of realism; adolescents can take it, I am sure. (See page 599) (1/22) 
$2.50 


Wodehouse, P. G. MONEY IN THE BANK Doubleday, Doran 


Further frivol, faintly reminiscent, of a Lord masquerading as a butler, 
as ex-barrister, mystery writer playing the part of private inquiry agent, American 
racketeers in the role of innocent guests, misplaced diamonds, and two men after the 
same girl...all pursuing their individual interests under the eagle eye of Mrs. Cork. 


Lots of incident and fun, and when the dust settles - all is well. (See page 556 ) 
(1/9) $2.00 














January 15, 1942 Juvenile Books -42- 





August, John ADVANCE AGENT Little, Brown 


Topnotch American romantic intrigue yarn, by a practised hand. There 
is Lynn Scovil, mad for power and fronting a Nazi spy set-up in a college town in the 
Berkshires; there is Gail whom he wants to marry, and Connie his daughter who wants 
to prevent the marriage, and journalist Bill whom Connie loves, and Garrett, an FBI 
agent posing as a German-escaped prisoner, who falls for Gail. Good adventure. 

(See page 580) (1/21) $2.50 


Edmonds, Walter D. YOUNG AMES Little, Brown 


New York city background for a story of the days when Andrew Jackson was 
"that man in the White House", and when world traffic played around the city wharfs, 
as great shipping houses vied with each other for control of the commodity markets. 
Young Ames was an apprentice, not always as honest as he might have been, with a driv- 
ing ambition to get out of his junior clerkship by some means. But he shapes up well 
in a story with well-paced plot, good characterization and a romance that might have 
been stereotyped and isn't. Rattling good yarn against an authentic background of 
New York of street riots, the great fire, the innundation of immigrants. (See page 
579) (1/19) $2,.50 


MacLean, Catherine Macdonald SEVEN FOR CORNELIA Macmillan 


Seven young evacuees are brought to Tharrus, Highland farm, where a 
sympathetic, loving mistress untangles all the troubles, as farm life is turned up- 
side down. Farm pets, unexpected dangers, holidays, and the gradual breaking up of 
the group - all has a ring of authenticity. (See page 602) (1/20) $2.50 


Shute, Nevil PIED PIPER Morrow 


The story of a conservative, tradition-bound old Englishman caught by 
the rumors of German invasion when on holiday in the Jura mountains, and delegated to 
take two children to England and safety. In their checkered progress across invaded 
France, he acquires other children, of different nationalities and temperaments and 
backgrounds, and it is yet another child - a German Jewish child - who makes possible 


their final escape across the Channel. A first rate yarn. (See page 552) (1/5) 
$2.50 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Non-fiction 


de Forest, Lee TELEVISION Dial 


This demands a scientific stawt, and is not intended for the beginner. 
However, the author takes his readers a step at a time, with introductory chapters on 
the historical background, the economic hurdles, and the main portion of the book de- 
voted to technical analysis of the television system, projection tubes, cathode beams, 
synchronization, film, transmission, televising of motion picture film, etc. What 
amateurs may accomplish - how a studio functions - the future of television. (See 
page 13) (2/18) $3.75 


Ullman, Samuel PLAYS OF AMERICAN FOUNDERS AND EXPLORERS Dodd, Mead 


Short plays of American history, simply staged, with small casts, to 
display beliefs, causes, bases of American life. Discovery, exploration, colonization, 
faiths and principles - sometimes based on characters, sometimes on episodes — pa- 


triotic type of entertainment, suitable for schools and club groups. (See page 635) 
(2/10) $2.00 
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Richmond, Winifred V. MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR PERSONALITY Farrar & Rinehart 


Here is a book about adolescence which can be given to adolescents. It 
is sound, helpful, worthwhile in its ideas on the morbid worries and fears of youth. 
Physical betterment, intelligence, emotion, the sex side of life, behaviour and habits, 
motives, ideals, guides for efficient and happy life, vocations, human relationships - 
are among the subjects covered. She believes that conscious control can be acquired 
and applied to direct and control the energies, within limitations. (See page 586) 
(1/29) ; $1.75 


Davis, Shelby Cullom YOUR CAREER IN DEFENSE Harper 


Based on a countrywide survey of defense industries, this should prove a 
guide to anyone wishing to prepare for participation in the emergency for it lists where 
available information may be found and where training may be acquired. Also what to do 
for yourself, if untrained, in order to get a job. There are chapters for the unemploy- 
ed, for recent graduates, etc. etc. Describes choices offered in various fields, to- 


gether with blueprints for personality and experience and training. [See page 633) 
(1/21) $2.00 


Scott, Louise H. & Belcher, Eliz. C. HOW TO GET A SECRETARIAL JOB Harper 


Slim guideposter for the future secretary, which deals only with the at- 
tainment of the job, assuming you have the qualifications. Analysis of various chan- 
nels through which jobs are secured, proper mental attitude, civil service openings, 


etc. Too specialized from vocational angle; too general from specific. (See page 631) 
(1/6) $1.00 


daynes, Williams THIS CHEMICAL AGE Knopf 


This is an exciting book and does a grand job in dramatizing science for 
the uninitiate, beside crystallizing various facets for those who are in the know. Here 
are the high spots in 160 years of chemistry:- the men, from Cavendish and Dalton to 
the unsung chemists in industry today; successive milestones of discovery; the progress 
from laboratory to dry goods counter, handled with enough sense of adventure and drama 
and human interest to carry the serious presentation of scientific facts in todays re- 
volution. A thrilling story exceedingly well told. (See page 608) (2/2) $3.50 


Smith, Henry Ladd AIRWAYS Knopf 


An interestingly written history of the development of commercial aviation 
in this country from the earliest attempts at flight through a lifetime of this young 
but vigorous industry. From the craftsman's side, from the operator's side, from the 
first mail to the CAB. The mistakes, the achievements, the personalities. (See page 
566) (1/19) $3.50 


Hawes, Elizabeth WHY IS A DRESS? Viking 


Straight talk about dress designing as a career, in her familiarly astring- 
ent, brisk manner. This is a book for the would-be designer, who must be part psychol- 
ogist, part craftsman, part artist. She explains the field, from wholesale to retail, 
the psychology of wearing clothes, types, trends, line, fabric, etc. etc. (See page 
632) (1/19) $2. 00 


Zweig, Stefan AMERIGO: A Comedy of Errors in History Viking 


The story of Amerigo Vespucci, and of how America was named. An unravel- 
ling of sources of information and misinformation, neatly fitted 
a succession of minor accidents resulted in pinning the glory of 
paratively unimportant explorer. An odd bit of erudition, which may well become a. 
standard work, correcting the misinformation which has found its 
(See page 635) (2/7) 


into place to show how 
continent on a com- 


way into history. 
$2.00 





